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In Focus: 
Fall Changes 

 

     It’s FALL. Officially. 

And I, as a person who is 

not especially a fan of hot, 

windy, dry, dusty weather, 

am ecstatic. I welcome this 

beautiful season of change. 

The air smells clean and 

crisp and the wind changes from warm to cool. The 

leaves go from green to red and slowly fall, signifying 

the end of summer and the beginning of an entire new 

time in life. To me, fall is like Mother Nature’s last 

gift of beauty to us. It is like she is showing us the 

beauty of change and how not everything stays the 

same forever.  

     It is no wonder autumn is considered the season of 
change. It is not just the environment that changes, 

however, we also change. There is a more subtle 

energy in the air. The hustle and bustle of the summer 

lessens and we have more time to FOCUS on change; 

it is quieter and easier to listen to your inner voice. It 

is a time to look inside yourself and reflect on what 

you see. How your life has changed and how all the 

things that have died and melted away have made you 

into even more of a beautiful person. It is like a 

positive reinforcement that change is good. 

     Fall is the time to begin slowing down and prepare 

for winter. You know you cannot add more hours to 

the day, but in autumn you seem to have more time in 

the evenings. Fewer activities compete for your time. 

Summer activities draw to a close and many activities 

have not yet begun. Fall is the time to create more 

time in your schedule for you time. Plan fewer social 

outings. Arrange specific time(s)  

for quieter practices that help you FOCUS on you. 

Things like meditating, journaling, reading, or 

spending time just sitting in nature are you activities. 

These kinds of activities will help your body slow 

down the thunderous energy of summer and prepare 

for the serene, quiet energy of winter. Take advantage 

of cozy evenings at home.  

     Reflect on the last few months. Now think about 

your life goals and your priorities for the next few 

months. This will put you on a path to achieving what 

you want from life. It is your opportunity to release 

much of the weight you have been carrying and enjoy 

the freedom of making a little more space in your life. 

Autumn provides a great time of FOCUS.  

     Fall also is about letting go of the old. It is the time 

to re-evaluate what things you are holding onto that 

you know you longer need. It is a time to shed the old 

habits and patterns that no longer serve you. It is a 

time to release, relax, and make more space in your 

life for those things that matter most. Let fall away 

those negative thoughts-anything that keeps you stuck 

in the “uncomfort” of now. Fall is a time to FOCUS 

on you, to move forward, out of the now and into the 

new. 

     As nature unveils the beauty of a change in season, 

recognize that life is always showing a change in 

season in your life. What comes in and what drifts out 

of your lives allows you to experience a change in 

how you experience your life. It is about the joyful as 

much as it is about the challenging shifts in your life 

that provide you with a chance to reflect and grow, 

appreciate and learn. What a gift it is to simply be 

alive. To share life with people you care about and 

share good energy or caring words as we go about 

your days. So, enjoy the seasons of your life and know 

that each moment you are gifted is a chance to 

experience more, learn more, love more and create 

more memories. 
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You will have received a copy of the 2020-2021 Beta Beta 

Chapter, Oklahoma State Organization, DKG, 

Yearbook.  Once you have your yearbook, I am 

asking each of you to take ten to fifteen minutes 

to complete the following organizational tasks. 

 

*Proofread your personal information in the "Beta Beta 

Chapter Membership Directory" on pages 16-20.  To 

notify Beta Beta of needed corrections, please complete 

the "Member Information Contact Correction Card" on 

page 24 and submit them to Kathleen Smith. 

 

*Transfer the dates, times, locations, programs, and 

service projects for Beta Beta Chapter 

Meetings from your yearbook to your master calendar. 

 

*Scan the hostesses' names for the monthly meetings 

until you find your name.  Indicate on your master 

calendar that you are a hostess for that month's 

meeting.  Check also the Moment of Inspiration and 

Collect/Flag/Mission Statement Assignments for that 

month.  Indicate those assignments (if any) on your master 

calendar also. 

 

*Select the monthly service project(s) you have decided 

to support: 

1) Insert a reminder on your master calendar to   

      purchase donation(s) two weeks before the  

      meeting.  

2) Add the words, "Bring donation!” on the date of  

      the meeting. 

*Transfer the dates and times of the Executive Board 

Meetings (if you are an Executive Board member) to your 

master calendar. 

 

Having a problem with your online calendar?  Go 

back to the BASICS to record this year’s chapter 

meetings! 
This year, let's strive to be organized by prioritizing all our 

commitments -- including those for Beta Beta!  If all of us 

add dates and other pertinent information on our master 

calendars, our members will be engaged and empowered, 

and our chapter will be strengthened and enriched. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 2020 Chapter Meeting:  
Shelly Hudson, 1st Vice President  

  

     After what seems like forever, it was so good to be 

among my fellow Beta Beta Sisters again. The 50th 

Anniversary Celebration was wonderful. It was great 

to welcome and induct our new members. We also 

installed our new slate of officers with the help of our 

Oklahoma State Organization president, Belinda 

Clift. Thank you to everyone for your efforts in 

making it a memorable event.   

    Our next meeting will be October 20th, 2020, at 

Covenant Community Church.  We will celebrate the 

life of Kathy Davis. I hope you will come. You 

should have received an evite from me. If you did not 

receive an invitation, you can send your RSVP or 

regrets to me via my email address or phone.  

     We have all been touched by our dear Kathy Davis. 

I am sure the celebration will be a time to reflect and 

celebrate the impact she had on this world.   

Blessings to you all.  Shelly  
 

October Chapter Meeting: 
Shelly Hudson, 1st Vice President 

 

OCTOBER 20, 2020, TUESDAY 

Purpose: HONOR – To honor women who have given or 

who evidence a potential for distinctive service in any 

field of education. 

Location: Covenant Community Church, 2250 South 

Yukon Parkway, Yukon OK                

Time: 5:00 P.M. 
Moment of Inspiration: Kathleen Smith 

Collect/Flag Salute: Trixie Osborn 

Program Information: 

• Kathy Davis Memorial 

• Service Project: “Shower the Students” 

Tonya Taylor & Evelyn Hawk  

(see list for items) 

                  

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

DKG International Vision Statement 
 

Key women educators – Impacting Education worldwide 
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Essay Contest in the 

Spotlight:  
Cheryl Gleichmann 

Beta Beta’s participation in 

this project will once again 

help to PROMOTE 

EXCELLENCE IN 

EDUCATION. The goals of 

the contest are to promote 

writing, to encourage 

reading, to emphasize good teaching, to recognize 

students, and to promote The Delta Kappa Gamma 

Society in our community. 

     The topic for this year is: 

BASED UPON THE CHANGES YOU HAVE 

EXPERIENCED IN EDUCATION, HOW DO 

YOU VISUALIZE EDUCATION’S BEST PATH 

TO MEET THE CHANGING NEEDS FOR YOU 

THE STUDENT? 

 

 

Member Spotlight: Diane Gray                                         
 

                                         Beta Beta was honored to                                 

                                   have in attendance at the 50th     

                                     Anniversary Celebration     

                                      Diane Gray, charter member         

                                       past chapter president 2002-     

                                       2004) and 53-year member. 

                                           Debbie Schimmer    

                                     describes Diane: “She has                    

                                   been an active participant and  

                                friend to all who have been 

involved in Beta Beta Chapter, the education 

profession, and the Yukon community. She has been 

a dear mentor and friend to me for over forty years.  

     Diane has been by my side as a Beta Beta Sister 

beginning at my initiation at the Piedmont United 

Methodist Church. Throughout the years I have been 

blessed to have Diane mentor me in leadership 

qualities, understanding the honor of tradition and 

encouraging me to grow as an educator.”  

 
 

 

 

 

 

September and October Chapter 

Service Project  

Our September and October service projects are “Shower 

the Students.” Below you will find a list of some ideas if 

you are not sure what types of things to donate  

 

*These items will benefit students in Yukon, Banner and 

Okarche. 

• Deodorant (boys & girls) 

• Socks (any size for boys & girls) 

• Underwear  
(sizes 4T to 14/16 for girls & boys) 

• Feminine products 

• Shampoo/Conditioner 

• Hair brushes/Combs 

• Soap (shower gel or bar) 

• Pony tail holders/Headbands 

• Toothbrushes/Toothpaste 

• Lice shampoo 
We appreciate your dedication to the service projects 

that you want to be involved. 

~ Tonya Taylor and Evelyn Hawk 

    Service Project Co-chairs 

 

 

Looking Ahead to Our Next Meeting:   

Date: Saturday, November 7, 2020,  

Program: Live Auction for Scholarships  

    Ted Lee, Auctioneer 

Time: 9:30 AM  

Location: 1st Baptist Church Family Life Center 

                     15 South 6th Street, Yukon                     
Service Project: Items for Santa’s Toy Shoppe 

                                               

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oklahoma State Organization Vision Statement 
 

Serving Education ~ Honoring Tradition 
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World Fellowship: 
 

Petula, the World 

Fellowship pig, has been busy 

coming to each of our Beta 

meetings. Don’t forget to bring 

your change or dollar bills to our 

next meeting and make her day 

by giving your donation to this 

great cause. 

 

Printing Your DKG  

Membership Card: 
 

Beginning this year, each member will print their 

DKG membership card from the DKG International 

website.  The card has no date on it, so can be used for 

many years. 

The following directions will help you navigate the site to 

print. 

1. Go to www.dkg.org and login.  Put in your 

username (DKG membership number) and your 

password.  If you haven’t logged in before, you 

will need a temporary password.  Email Kathy for 

the password you will need.  Once on the site, 

change the password to something you will 

remember. 

2. On the HOME page, click MYDKG. 

3. Select My Account 

4. In the RED bar, select Membership Card. 

5. You will get two options to print: Print 

Membership Card or Membership Card with 

Picture. 

 

*I suggest that you print the card on cardstock and 

 then laminate.  You will notice the card does not 

have a year on it.  Therefore, you will be able to 

use this card for many years. 

 

Editing Your DKG  

Account Information: 
     To ensure that you receive publications via mail and 

other notifications from International Headquarters, it is 

important that you keep your information up to date.  

Follow the below instructions to make those updates. 

     In the Red bar, click on About Me and use the pencil 

icon to edit.  From here you can edit the following. 

1. Phone numbers 

2. Email address(es) 

3. Home address 

4. Upload a picture to associate with your account. 

5. Change your password. 

 

Happy October Birthdays: 

1st Jackie Sheehan, Libby Wrather 

4th  Vickie Kastl 

5th  Neta Duke 

13th  Jennie Wilmes 

20th  Trudy Capraro 

21st  Susie Grimes 

29th  Marty Elledge-Martinek 

                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

          Jackie                   Libby                    Vickie 

 

 

 

 

 

            2019-2021 State President Belinda Clift 

                                                                                                                    Neta                      Jennie     Trudy   
            Her Biennial Theme:  

           

             Changing the Tide … 

             Honoring our heritage … 

             Charting our course … 

             Sailing toward our future 

  

 

Beta Beta Chapter Vision Statement 
 

Embrace the present ~ Impact the Future 

       

Susie Marty 

http://www.dkg.org/
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Member Red Roses: Years of Membership 6-10 years 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Judy Sliger     Tonya Taylor         Evelyn Hawk         Shelly Hudson  Marty Elledge-Martinek                                            

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Gayla Pounds        Shila Dobbins        Sharon Myrick     Jennie Wilmes 

 

September Meeting Wrap-up: 
     Just in case you were not able to join our 50th Anniversary Celebration, here is a look at what you missed. Even 

in the midst of a pandemic, members donned their masks, observed social distancing and still had a wonderful 

time celebrating. Four new members were inducted: Lana McCormack, DeeAnn Meziere, Trixie Osborn, and 

Kristi Swink. Honored guest and Oklahoma State Organization President Belinda Clift presided at our 

installation of officers. Other honored guests were OSO 1st Vice-President Lori Richardson-Morphew and Past 

OSO President Sandra Pendergraft. 
+                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beta Beta in Action! 

Debbie Shimmer (L) gives the 

September BLESSINGS 

for our inspiration. 
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Beta Beta Celebrates Its 50th Anniversary  

Sheila Urton (R) 

presents outgoing 

president 

Kathleen Smith 

(L) with a parting 

gift from chapter 

members. The gift 

was a favorite 

Bible verse 

framed.  

Left: Neta Duke, 

scrapbook chair, 

presents Kathleen 

with a scrapbook 

of memories made 

while serving as 

Beta Beta  

president.  

 

 

OSO President Belinda Clift (third from left) presides over the 

installation of officers. Beta Beta officers (Left to Right) also 

installing officers are Sharon Myrick, Shelly Hudson, and 

Jackie Sheehan. 

Below: Honored guests are OSO President 

Belinda Clift; OSO 1st Vice-President Lori 

Richardson-Morphew, and Past OSO 

President Sandra Pendergraft.  
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Beta Beta’s 50th Anniversary 

New members take turns 

signing the official record 

during their induction. (Left to 

Right) Trixie Osborn, Neta 

Duke (background), Kristi 

Swink, Lana McCormack 

(signing), DeeAnn Meziere, 

and Kathleen Smith. 

 

, 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

8 
 

 

 

Legislative Action  
US Forum Connection:  

Check the US Forum website 

(www.usforumdkg.org) for more information. The US 

Forum Connection is intended for your information about 

issues important to education, women and children. This 

free newsletter is sponsored by the United States Forum 

of The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International.  

COVID-19 HAS RESHAPED OUR WORLD  

     Home containment has moved the concentration 

away from sports heroes to the everyday heroes that 

support our communities. Changes necessary to 

prevent the spread of the disease have enabled us to 

focus on “local issues, number of hospital beds, 

adequate medical support, education, sustainable 

development, food insecurities, and nursing homes.   

     New priorities have arisen. Now is the time to 

have legislature return to issues that affect the 

everyday American. More than ever, we as 

educators need to use a creative approach to 

instruction and assisting the children of America. 

We are on the precipice of changing the future. We 

encourage our DKG sisters to move beyond the 

what was and focus on the what will be. Our future 

is exciting as creativity and thinking outside the box 

will assist all in shaping not only legislation but our 

future.  

     Robert Glazer in his Forbes 4.1.20 Article, 

‘Covid-19 Will permanently Change the Way Every 

Generation Lives Here’s How,’ wrote “With little 

warning, COVID-19 is changing everything about 

our lives – changes that are universal across 

generation. Although each generation will be 

affected differently, all will be forced to acclimate 

to a new normal. People of all ages will see their 

lives disrupted and experience new hardship. 

Perhaps this will compel us to put aside generational 

divisions and come together to navigate these new 

realities together.”  

     The US Forum Connection is dedicated to be a 

vehicle to inform members, initiate discussion and 
enable them to take action. We hope you will use 

the information here to assist you in navigating not 

only your future but the future for all of us. 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/robertglazer/2020/04/

01/covid-19-will-permanently-change-the-way-

everygeneration-lives-heres-how/#1db9106d493b  

 

 
     By going to the DKGIEF page on the Society website 

and clicking on DONATE, members can access ALL nine 

funds housed under the Foundation:  Cornetet Award, 

Educational Projects, Educators Award, Emergency, 

Eunah Temple Holden Leadership, Golden Gift, 

International Speakers, Scholarship, World 

Fellowship. There you will also find information about the 

fund, including its history and the work of the Society that 

it supports.  

AmazonSmile: Support the 

DKG International 

Educators Foundation 

Since the DKG Supporting Corporation and the 

Delta Kappa Gamma Educational Foundation have 

merged into the DKG International Educators 

Foundation, we have also merged the two 

AmazonSmile accounts. You, as a supporter, need to 

follow the following steps to support the new 

foundation: 

1. Go into your AmazonSmile account 

2. Up on the top left-hand side under the search 

bar, you will see what cause you are 

currently supporting. 

3. Click on the arrow to the right of the cause 

you have chosen 

4. Click on change 

5. Type in DKG International Educators 

Foundation and then click the search button 

6. Once you see the name of the foundation, 

click select 

7. That’s it! Now shop! 

  
 

 

 

Beta Beta Members Keep Informed 

http://www.usforumdkg.org/
http://www.usforumdkg.org/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/robertglazer/2020/04/01/covid-19-will-permanently-change-the-way-everygeneration-lives-heres-how/#1db9106d493b
https://www.forbes.com/sites/robertglazer/2020/04/01/covid-19-will-permanently-change-the-way-everygeneration-lives-heres-how/#1db9106d493b
https://www.forbes.com/sites/robertglazer/2020/04/01/covid-19-will-permanently-change-the-way-everygeneration-lives-heres-how/#1db9106d493b
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/74-6066228
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Beta Beta Members Keep Informed 

Voting is 

not only our 

right— 

it is our 

power 

 

Loung Ung 
 

2021 International  

Portland OR 

July 7-9 

San Antonio TX 

July 21-24 

Tampere FIN 

July 28-31 

  

Oklahoma State Organization 

Conferences 

Oklahoma City 

June 4-5 

Embassy Suites 

1815 South Meridian 

   

Tebow-Herrington Leadership 

Seminar 

Coming summer of 2021 

Legislative Update / Take Action 

By Alicia Priest                       
                                   As with every election cycle, we     

                                grow weary of the incessant election                           

                                commercials; however, it is                             

                                imperative that we stay engaged and                            

                                VOTE! The last day to request an             

                                absentee ballot is October 27th. 

                                   Each area will have different 

city/county/state issues to vote on. Here is a link to see 

what is on the ballot by county: 

https://www.ok.gov/elections/support/electionlist.htm  

     If you want to see a true SAMPLE BALLOT as it will 

look on election day, click here. You’ll put in your name 

and birthday and your specific sample ballot will 

magically appear. 

     We all have opinions on who would be the best—but 

how do we really know what candidates stand for/against 

and what do those votes of incumbents mean? Here is a 

link to the OEA Election Guide This guide shows you 

candidate perspectives on key issues for public 

education. This guide does not say who the 

recommended candidates are—that’s for you to decide. 

The independent journalists at NonDoc also have write 

ups on different elections https://nondoc.com/oklahoma-

elections/. 

     Want to have more information on Judges, Here’s a 

link that gives you some more information: 

https://courtfacts.org/retentionballot/?fbclid=IwAR1HW

B89jI25o6xRBv-S9nXflpnxw431NEEqsUtJ-

yP11bixcMCrSWPCG7k. 

     Do you live in OKC and need info on the City Charter 

propositions, look no further: OKC Charter Information. 

 Do you have questions about the 2 State Questions on 

the ballot?  Here’s an overview by nonpartisan group 

Let’s Fix This: 

https://www.letsfixthisok.org/blog/2020/10/11/2020-

state-questions-guide.   
     If all of that is too much and you want a basic one-

stop shop for good overall nonpartisan information, 

check out Oklahoma Policy Institute’s guide to the State 

Questions and much more: 

https://okpolicy.org/issues/voting-elections/okvotes/  or 

the League of Women Voters of Oklahoma which is also 

nonpartisan: https://my.lwv.org/oklahoma.   

     At 7:00 on November 3rd, we can sit back and watch 

the election results on the State Election Board website 

by clicking here.   

https://www.ok.gov/elections/support/electionlist.htm
https://okvoterportal.okelections.us/
https://www.okea.org/for-members/members-legislative/oklaed-votes-2020/
https://nondoc.com/oklahoma-elections/
https://nondoc.com/oklahoma-elections/
https://courtfacts.org/retentionballot/?fbclid=IwAR1HWB89jI25o6xRBv-S9nXflpnxw431NEEqsUtJ-yP11bixcMCrSWPCG7k
https://courtfacts.org/retentionballot/?fbclid=IwAR1HWB89jI25o6xRBv-S9nXflpnxw431NEEqsUtJ-yP11bixcMCrSWPCG7k
https://courtfacts.org/retentionballot/?fbclid=IwAR1HWB89jI25o6xRBv-S9nXflpnxw431NEEqsUtJ-yP11bixcMCrSWPCG7k
https://www.okc.gov/departments/city-clerk/elections/upcoming-elections/charter-election-nov-3-2020?fbclid=IwAR2pVL-wrvz_-O2hR2xTMKaO2vej2pBTsxGc4M4pdsyW_pJF9qnnOumjKyA
https://www.letsfixthisok.org/blog/2020/10/11/2020-state-questions-guide
https://www.letsfixthisok.org/blog/2020/10/11/2020-state-questions-guide
https://okpolicy.org/issues/voting-elections/okvotes/
https://my.lwv.org/oklahoma
https://www.ok.gov/elections/Election_Info/Election_Results/2020-Election_Results.html

