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In Focus:
Our Christmas
Spirit
In my focus to find what
the “Christmas Spirit”
means to others, I did a
great deal of research,
including
asking
our
members what that phrase
means to them. Both in my Internet research and in
the responses I received from my Beta Beta sisters,
the overall message is clear to me. Christmas means
spending more time with family, showing gratitude
and love, sharing and making people happy, giving
back to our communities, seeing the true excitement
and enchantment of the season through the eyes of
children, and reflecting on the birth of the Savior,
Jesus Christ.
Although Christmas will be different this year,
remember to hold tight the wonder and majesty that is
Christmas!
Vicki Bright
The Christmas spirit is giving and sharing love with
others.
My favorite Christmas book is The Three Trees.
Ann Hufnagel
Christmas spirit is spending time with family,
adopting children through DHS who might not
otherwise be having a very bright Christmas, and
sharing & being able to give to others.
My favorite Christmas story is “‘Twas the Night
Before Christmas.” I also loved reading the many
versions of the Gingerbread Man stories with my
kindergarteners and then comparing them.

We concluded by eating a gingerbread boy/girl and
seeing which part of it was their 1st bite.
Kathleen Smith
To me, true Christmas spirit is illustrated in the
transformed life of Scrooge. After being visited by
three spirits one Christmas Eve, Scrooge is a changed
man. Forbearance, benevolence, forgiveness,
generosity and love for fellow man became the
hallmarks of his life.
My favorite book is A Christmas Carol, which Susie
Grimes and I taught to our IMS seventh graders every
December for many years. A Christmas Carol
concludes with evidence that Scrooge had true
Christmas spirit for the rest of his life. “He became as
good a friend, as good a man, as the old city knew, or
any other good city, town, or borough, in the good old
world.”
Jennie Wilmes
My favorite Christmas book is The Best Christmas
Pageant Ever by Barbara Robinson!
Trudy Capraro
I love everything about Christmas! The spirit of
Christmas is singing Christmas hymns at church with
family & friends.
The true Christmas story is my favorite found in Luke
2: 1-20. My favorite secular Christmas story is “A
Charlie Brown Christmas.”
Judith Ballard
My favorite Christmas book that has inspired me for
years as it conveys the true Christmas spirit
is Gathering Christmas by Larry R. and Lisa Gleave
Laycock. It is available on Amazon and has been
around for over 25 years! The book is quick to read
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and inspires one to share the joy of the season by the
tradition of spreading goodness to those you meet.
Roxie Yetter
One of my favor Christmas books is The Tale of
Three Trees retold by Angela Elwell Hunt.
Neta Duke
To me, Christmas is always a reminder that Jesus was
given to all people. It is a time of remembering when
I was little and all the Christmases that my immediate
family spent at the farm as we were growing up. It is
also a sad reminder to me that January 2nd was the
day I lost my Dad when I was only 21. Good and sad
days all rolled together.
The book most shown at my house is The Night
Before Christmas because my youngest son, Corbyn,
loved that book. We collect old and new ones every
year and Corbyn claims every one, new or old.

I love this folk tale and have this book out every
Christmas: The Tale of Three Trees. It’s a must
read.
Beth Schieber
I believe that Charles Dickens' A Christmas Carol
creates our current concept of Christmas, as a time of
love, hope, charity, and good cheer with the
commercialism of the marketplace forgotten. The
spirit was both worldly and religious — and
irresistible. Although churches may be filled at
Christmas, it is the spirit of Dickens' story that fills
us. And this is no bad thing.
I think we can all, whatever our religion, celebrate
the spirit of Christmas, as one of hope, love, charity,
and hope above all. God bless us, everyone.
And, just like life, Christmas becomes what we
decide to make it. When we truly embrace the spirit
of Christmas, with all its warmth, joy and love, we
most closely resemble the spirit of Jesus.

November Meeting Highlights:
Eleanor Harris
With everything going on in the world today and with
the recent loss of Duke, I firmly believe that
Christmas spirit lies in having friends and family that
care for you and lift you up when you are down.
One of my favorite Christmas books is A Cup of
Christmas Tea.
Shelly Hudson
The Christmas Spirit is spending time with the people
you care about.
I love sharing stories with my students. My top two
favorite books are: Moosletoe and The 12 Days of
Christmas in Oklahoma.
Judy Reiff
What puts me in the Christmas spirit is more of the
“True Meaning of the Holiday.” Too much
commercialism and not enough real meaning.
Favorite song: “Hark the Herald Angels Sing.”

On November 7th, Beta Beta met for our
annual
Scholarship
Auction.
Our
Auctioneer, Ted Lee, led the fast and furious bidding
on so many wonderful goodies. We appreciate all
those that donated items to be auctioned and those
that bid on items. We raised a total of $1816. Once
again, our members collected donations for the
Santa's Toy Shoppe. These go to youth in the Yukon
area.
Due to the rise in COVID numbers we have to
cancel the December meeting. I hope all our
members have a safe and wonderful Christmas
season. Shelly Hudson

December Chapter Meeting:
Due to the rise in COVID numbers we have
to cancel the December meeting. I hope all
our members have a safe and wonderful Christmas
season.

Marilyn Simpson
The Christmas spirit is a spirit of giving and
forgiving. James Cash Penny
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January Chapter Meeting:
Our next meeting will be January 9, 2021,
at 9:30 a.m. This will be via zoom. Keep a
watch for an email with a zoom link. We will hear
from Susan Meyers, a local author who also won an
award from the Oklahoma State Organization of
DKG. If you are unfamiliar with zoom and would
like some help, please reach out to Shelly Hudson or
buddy up with a friend to watch.

Christmas Traditions
Stars
The Christmas star symbolizes the star of
Bethlehem, which according to the Biblical story,
guided the three kings, or wise men, to the baby
Jesus. The star is also the heavenly sign of a
prophecy fulfilled long ago and the shining hope for
humanity.
Candles
A candle, a mirror of starlight, is also a symbol
representing the star of Bethlehem. Before electric
Christmas tree lights were invented, families would
use candles to light up the tree.
Gifts with a Bow
Melchior, Balthazar, and Gaspar, who brought their
gifts to honor the birth of Jesus, inspired the concept
of giving gifts during the holiday. A ribbon is tied
around a gift to represent how people should all be
tied together in bonds of unity and goodwill during
the holiday season.

Spotlight:
Geralyn (Geri)
Hough
Geri was invited to join
Beta Beta by Lynda Richert
and Linda served as Geri’s
mentor. Geri says the ladies
is why she joined our chapter and it is the ladies that
that keep her a member.
When asked what her favorite chapter activity is,
Geri replies, “Collecting for different charities.” Her
favorite chapter program is the multi-cultural panel
on students and teachers.
A 32-year teaching veteran, Geri has a Bachelor’s
Degree in Education and a Master’s Degree in
Pastoral Ministry. She attended Kansas Newman
College (Wichita, Kansas), SWOSU in Weatherford,
and Aquinas Institute of Theology in St. Louis,
Missouri. Geri taught elementary and/or served as a
librarian in Wichita, Kansas, and Clinton, Oklahoma.
She says she was very fortunate to have a mentor
when she was a beginning teacher.
Geri’s husband, Bill, is a retired CPA and is a
deacon at Holy Spirit Catholic Church in Mustang.
Geri confesses she picked him out in first grade! She
has three children: John, a high school religion
teacher married to Holly an ICU nurse in Cincinnati;
Steven, a lawyer for Diamondback Energy married to
Lacey a nurse practitioner; and Pamela Hough a
daughter who is a pharmacist that lives in Yukon.
Something we might not know about Geri is that
she has visited Italy, France and Guatemala. On her
“Bucket List” is a trip to the Holy Land.
Her hobbies are her grandchildren Miriam Hough
(7) and Naomi (2) Hough who live in Cincinnati,
reading and church work. Her passions include family
and church.
Geri’s favorite book is Rebecca by Daphne
DeMurier, and her favorite quote is by Mother Teresa:
“We are not called to be successful; we are called to
be faithful.”

(Continued on Page 8)
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Happy December Birthdays:
4th
8th
11th
14th
16th
21st
28th
30th
31st

Sharon

Eleanor

Service Projects

Important Information
January & February Service Projects
Sharon MyrickKey women educators – Impacting Education worldwide
Due to the current health crisis, remember Beta
Evelyn Hawk
Beta
will be spotlighting a service project for two
Ann Hufnagel
months
instead of one project a month this year.
Eleanor Harris
Please do not feel obligated to contribute both
Kay Casper
months unless you feel motivated to do so.
Jyme Tiner
Jacob’s Cupboard is our service project for the
Vicki Bonny,
Kathryn Plumb
months of January and February. Beta Beta sister
Lee Wells
Shelli Selby’s son, Jacob, is the namesake of the
Lisa Cook
Nonprofit. It is located at West Metro Community
Church at 601 West Main in Yukon.
Jacob’s Cupboard provides food to those in crisis,
no questions asked. Due to Covid-19, we know this
year there will be more families than ever that will
be reaching out for services like this.
If you have questions or would like more
information, you can visit Jacob’s Cupboard on
Facebook or email Shelli at shelli.selby@gmail.com.
Evelyn
Ann
Items Most Needed for Jacob’s Cupboard
Canned chicken
Peanut butter
Jelly
Cereal
After school snacks
Spaghetti sauce
Cash donations or Aldi gift cards are also
Kay
Jyme
appreciated
Evelyn & Tonya
*To donate by mail, write a check to Beta Beta and
list Service Project on the subject line. You can
mail monetary donations to Beta Beta treasurer:

Bonny

Kathryn

Lee

Vicki Bright
108 Chestnut Dr.
Yukon, OK 73099

Lisa
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Member Red Roses: Years of Membership 20-25 years

Lisa Cook-21

Amy Walters-22

Ellan Black-24

Ginger LaCroix-24

Tresa Smith-24

Vicki Bright-25

2021 International
Portland OR
July 7-9
San Antonio TX
July 21-24
Oklahoma State Organization
Conferences
Oklahoma City
June 4-5
Embassy Suites
1815 South Meridian
Tebow-Herrington Leadership
Seminar
Coming summer of 2021

Debbie Bounds-24 Cheryl Gleichmann-24

January 3, 2021

DKGIEF Project
Application

February 1, 2021
July 1, 2020

Scholarship Application

February 1, 2021

DKGIEF Cornetet
CIPD Application
(open Jan. 15- Feb. 15)

February 15, 2021

Arts & Humanities
Submissions for Spring
Gallery

March 1, 2021

Bulletin: Journal
submissions
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Beta Beta’s Scholarship Auction

Paula Walker gives
background on Perault’s fairy tales
translated from the French, but these
are not the Disney kind of fairy tales.
Included are “Beauty and the Beast”
and “Little Red Riding Hood.” Book
2 was Folk Tales gathered by Kevin
Crossley from Ireland. In 1985, he
won the Carnegie Award from the
British Library Association as the top
children’s author.

Above:

Above: Neta Duke, our auction
master, offers a homemade pie
for bid. Homemade goodies are
always big sellers.
Above: Ted Lee has been the
chapter’s auctioneer for three years.
He makes the auction come alive for
us!

Left: Hostesses Kathryn
Shafer, Libby Wrather,
Geri Hough and Elaine
Regier prepare the customary
feast.

Left:
Cheryl
Gleichmann shares a
moment of inspiration
before the auction.

Eleanor Harris and Theresa Parham enjoy
the food and friendship that always
accompanies the auction.
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Left: Kay Casper,
our most dedicated
bidder in the auction,
bought an entire
basket of goodies for
Destini
Stahr’s
daughter. To say the
least, one little girl
had an amazing
morning
and
a
wonderful Christmas
treat.

Right:
Kathryn
Shafer,
.
proudly shows
the
scented
candle
she
won as a door
prize.

Above Left: Vicki Bright, chapter treasurer, greets the members as
they register.
Above Right: Lee Wells and Geri Hough go through the
refreshment line.

Above Left: Dee Ann Meziere eyes the friendly
competition during the auction.
Above Right: Kathleen Smith sorts papers for
distribution to members as Debbie Stover (right)
focuses on the items up for bid during the auction.

Above:
Tonya
Taylor, co-chair of
our Service Projects
Committee, holds
up the sign where
the donations for
Santa’s Toy Shoppe
are collected.
Left: Shelli Shelby,
member and mayor
of Yukon, invites
the members to the
Yukon celebration.
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Beta Beta Members Keep Informed

Candy Canes
This treat represents the shape of a
shepherd's crook. Jesus, often referred
to as the Good Shepherd, was born on
Christmas. His birth was God's way to bring lost lambs
back to the fold. The red stripe represents blood,
Christ's sacrifice, and the white stands for his purity.

Evergreen Trees
The evergreen Christmas tree
stays green all year and reminds
us of the everlasting hope and life
eternal. It also points up to heaven reminding
us to look to God in all things.

Wreaths
The wreath is a circular,
never-ending symbol of
eternal love and rebirth. Holly
also stands for immortality and cedar
for strength. Today, the wreath symbolizes generosity,
giving, and the gathering of family. Wreaths hung on
doors or in windows are like a symbolic invitation for
the spirit of Christmas to fill our homes with the joy
of the season.

Snowflakes
Snowflakes symbolize purity, perfection,
and individuality. No two snowflakes are
alike, just like there are no two people or
circumstances that are identical. They are a reminder
that there is beauty in the unique.
Poinsettia
The poinsettia is representative of the
Star of Bethlehem.

Tinsel and the Christmas Spider
If you have ever noticed a
spider decoration on someone's tree,
you might have thought that they
had odd taste. This tradition comes
from the Eastern European tale of the Christmas
spider, which led to the reason for tinsel at
Christmas. A legend tells of a poor, faithful family
who wished to decorate a Christmas tree in honor of
the Christ Child but who had no money for
decorations. In the night, spiders came and spun webs
across the tree. Then the Christ Child, honoring the
family's faith, turned the threads into silver.
A modern-day version of the story is that a woman
immaculately cleaned her house for Christmas. The
house spiders were swept to the farthest reaches. The
spiders learned there was a beautiful Christmas tree in
the room and wanted a closer look. They saw it, loved
it so much, danced all over it, and left their webs
behind. Depending on the version, baby Jesus, Father
Christmas, or Santa Claus then saw the beautiful webs
and miraculously transformed them into silver and
gold tinsel so the woman who worked hard to clean her
house would not be dismayed. In honor of that tale,
people hang tinsel on their Christmas trees. It has also
become a custom to include a spider among the
decorations.
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