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draw warmth and support from
each other until they can see the
sun again.
You can learn from these stately flowers.

In Focus:
Lessons From the
Sunflowers

Consider the sunflower. Have
you ever stood in a field of sunflowers? These majestic flowers
surround you, stretching up and
standing tall on stalks strong
enough to support the flowers that
are bigger than your hand. It is difficult, if not impossible, to feel sad
or gloomy surrounded by sunflowers.
I have learned quite a bit about
sunflowers since my days as regional director and the conference
in Wichita, Kansas. I have come to
consider these flowers one of my
favorite.
Did you know sunflowers will
literally turn up their faces toward
the sun? Not only that, but the faces of these flowers will follow the
sun as it makes its way across the
sky. So, no matter where the sun is
in the sky, the sunflower faces lift
their countenances and face the
sun.
If the day is cloudy, sunflowers
will turn to face another sunflower. It is almost spiritual in that they

Lesson One: Look to the sun for
strength and growth. What is the
sunshine in your life? What things
bring peace to your life? Is it your
faith, your family, your music,
your work? From what do you
draw your strength? However,
knowing where you draw your
strength is not good enough and
knowing that ‘sunshine’ is there is
not enough. You need to ‘focus’
on that sunshine, for when you
focus on something, your attitude
will follow.
Focus on the negative and you
will begin to have a negative view
of life. Focus on the commonplace; you might develop that
‘whatever’ attitude that just seems
to hang onto you. If you focus on
the positive things that give you
the strength to face another day
and the encouragement to keep on
going, positive things will happen
in your life.
You can easily and intentionally focus on the positive by being
grateful. It is easier to say the
words than actually to be grateful.
Begin the day by taking a few seconds, minute or longer to be grate-

ful and focus on beginning your
day in a positive manner. Consider
stopping to take a long, deep
breath before reacting to a situation; turn on music that inspires
you, calms you (as Hans Christian
Anderson says, “When words fail,
music speaks.”); savor a sip. Get a
cup of coffee or tea or a glass of
tea or lemonade and enjoy it. Do
not just gulp it down. Savor the

flavor and enjoy the aroma.

Lesson Two: In addition, consider
keeping your face turned to the
sun. Sunflowers do not just begin
the day facing the sun, they continually turn toward the sun. The
same is with people. You cannot
just set your focus on ’positive’ for
a few minutes; you must continue
to focus on the positive. Many of
life’s duties compete for your focus, and it is easy to get caught up
in the melee that is life. You certainly may encounter circumstances that will interrupt your focus.
Lesson Three: Look to others.
The third lesson you can learn
from the sunflowers is look to others. Sunflowers turn to face one
another until the sun comes out
again. When you feel yourself losing focus, when you just cannot
seem to find that place of peace,
(Continued on Page 15)
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Beta Beta Chapter Vision Statement
Embrace the Present, Impact the Future

Kathleen Smith 15

Shelli Selby 20

Roxie Yetter 29

Marilyn Simpson 16

Agnes Siegrist 29

Kathryn Shafer 26

Kendra Jeffrey 28

2

Beta Beta Chapter
State and International News

INTERNATIONAL EVENTS
DKG International Conventions
New Orleans, Louisiana
July 12-16, 2022
Future International Conferences
National Harbor, Maryland 2023
Aurora, Colorado 2023
OKLAHOMA EVENTS
Oklahoma State Organization Conference
Oklahoma City
June 3-4, 2022
Embassy Suites
1815 South Meridian

It’s that time of year. Things
are winding down in our classrooms. The glimpse of summer
travel is on the horizon. While
making those summer plans,
please consider marking June 3rd
and 4th on your calendar. Why?
This is the date for the OSO Conference.
Registration is available at
okdkg.org. I look forward to this
weekend every year. It is held at
the Embassy Suites in Oklahoma
City.
This year’s theme is "The Gifts
DKG Gives Us," so dig out your
Christmas PJs and plan to join us
for some hot chocolate, treats,

DEADLINES
International
May 1 and November 1
Cornetet CIPD Applications
International Committee Recommendations
OKLAHOMA STATE ORGANIZATION
May 1
Chapter Service Award Nomination Form
Chapter Communication Award
Annie Award
Schools for Africa
SEE
Order of the Rose
World Fellowship
Arts & Humanities Jury application
May 14
Chapter Excellence Application

and some make and take activities.
Saturday is fun-filled with
chapter awards. We will hear the
state essay winners and have
some informative breakout sessions. In addition, there are two
meals available.
Did you know Beta Beta will
reimburse you for one of the
meals?
The best part of the OSO conference is meeting teachers from
throughout the state. I am sure
you will find some life-long
friendships during the conference.
Want to make the most of the
weekend? Grab a few Beta Beta

sisters and rent a room at the hotel. Although it isn't far to the hotel, the experience of being there
in the middle of all the excitement is worth it.
Please contact Shelly Hudson
(shelly.hudson@cox.net) if you
have any questions or need additional information!
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DKG International Vision Statement
Key Women Educators – Impacting Education Worldwide

By Kandy Myers
Thank you so much for allowing me, Kandy Myers, to
share SCHOLARSHIPS with
you at our last chapter meeting.
Because we are a SCHOLARSHIP chapter, a large percentage of our monies are used for
this purpose.
Whether you are retired or
not, there are multiple scholarship funds at the chapter, state
and international level. The forms are so short, simple and available. We got on our phones at the meeting and found for ourselves how EASY and accessible the applications are. If you are wanting to travel,
speak, grow professionally or entice a colleague to
join us, the scholarships are so attainable. Maybe
you want to further your education, attend a summer
class, or encourage someone who needs the financial help to attend school. If you have been an active
member for at least two years and want to know
more, contact Kandy Myers or Beth Schieber.
If you attend the state conference in OKC, you
can find a chapter scholarship at okbetabeta.org to
reimburse you for one conference meal.
State and International scholarships are easy to
locate at okdkg.org and international at dkg.org.
Many have taken advantage of these monies as
groups or individuals. There are emergency funds,
writer’s scholarships, students’ educational excursions, but, MOST OF ALL, YOU, as a Beta Beta
and Delta Kappa Gamma member, have access to
all of these possibilities.
Isn’t it wonderful
to know that you are a
part of something so
big and wonderful
that could benefit and
inspire many of your
friends, students and
colleagues?

By Cheryl Gleichmann
Beta Beta Chapter sponsored
its yearly essay contest with
the goal of encouraging reading
and writing skills and recognizing
excellence in both students and
teachers.
Local seventh and eighth grade
students were invited to participate. The topic was “Explain how
kindness could bring unity in our
world today.”
Mrs. Anderson’s 8th grade class at Yukon Middle
School submitted entries.
At the March 26 meeting, these amazing young
writers were honored and asked to read their essays to
our members. Students and their families were in attendance as the essays were presented.
• First place:
Abigail Zachariah
$50.00
•

Second place: Teagan Peterson

$35.00

•

Third place:

$25.00

•

Honorable Mention: Emerson Neumann $15.00

Kenlea Jefferson

Mrs. Rachael Anderson, the students’ teacher, was
also present for the awards. Her expertise and dedication has certainly made a difference in the lives of her
students.
Cheryl Gleichmann thanks her essay committee:
Trudy Capraro, Susie Grimes, Eleanor Harris, and
Kathleen Smith. Diane Gray was the hostess for the
committee meeting.
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DKG Oklahoma State Organization Vision Statement
Serving Education...Honoring Tradition

APRIL 23, 2021 - SATURDAY

Site: First Baptist Church FLC Reception Room
Cost: $5.00
Collect/Flag/Mission Statement
Geri Hough
Moment of Inspiration
Beth Schieber
Program: INFORM – Purpose 7: To Inform the
members of current economic, social, political and
educational issues so that they may participate effectively in a world society.
Founders Day Celebration:
OSO Founders, Paula Walker
Induction of new members
Installation of New Officers
MENU
Elizabeth Weller’s Hot Chicken Salad
Jaquita’s Fruit Salad
Sister Schubert’s Rolls
Birthday Cakes:
German Chocolate
Lemon-Blueberry
Strawberry
White

Kathleen Smith and Trudy Capraro put the
finishing touches on the Beta Beta tables at the 2021
Yukon Back to School Breakfast for faculty and
staff.
With your donations, Beta Beta is able to provide
several gifts cards for each person seated at out table. In addition, our chapter provides supplies, decorations and surprises for the table guests.
The Back to School Breakfast will benefit
from monetary donations made at the April meeting
and the June salad luncheon.

Service Project: Monetary donations for the
YPS Back to School Breakfast
Hostesses: Kathleen Smith**, Trudy Capraro, Shila
Dobbins, Geri Hough, Lana McCormack,
Theresa Parham, Gayla Pounds, Jeanne
Riggs, Beth Schieber, Cathy Stanford
Amy Walters, Libby Wrather, Meredith
Smith
Tonya Taylor

Evelyn Hawk
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Beta Beta Spotlight Member
Shelly Hudson

Having grown up as a DKG
child, it is no surprise that Shelly
Hudson, our March Spotlight
Member, is our present 1st vicepresident and our incoming president. It is her legacy to lead.
The daughter of member Paula Walker, past OSO state president and current parliamentarian
for the state and chapter, Shelly
follows her mother in her service
to our organization. Paula has
also been Shelly’s DKG mentor.
Shelly has served at the state
level as registration chair, convention chair and state secretary.
She also is a graduate of the Tebow-Herrington Leadership Seminar.
After attending her first International conference in San Antonio last year, Shelly says she
loves going to state and International conferences and conventions. “Meeting ladies from
around the world that do what
you do and understand what you

do is so inspiring. I encourage
anyone who hasn’t attended these
events to consider attending. We
have scholarships available to
help.”
Shelly earned her Associate
degree in agriculture and her certificate in floral design at OSUOKC and her bachelor of science
degree in early childhood education from UCO.
Having taught six years,
Shelly spent one year teaching
second grade at Frontier Elementary in Edmond and is completing
her fifth year teaching first grade
at Rose Witcher in El Reno.
Shelly’s teacher mentor was
Lynnse Self.
Shelly’s mom invited her to
join Beta Beta, and Shelly says
she joined because she grew up
in DKG, so when she was eligible it was natural for her to join.
She says she stays a member
because she really enjoys the

friendships and the service projects.
A favorite Beta Beta activity
for Shelly this year was the visit
to Cardinal Point, Canadian
County's Family Justice Center.
Shelly says, “The services they
provide are so important for our
community.”
Her favorite Beta Beta programs are the ones that showcase
the knowledge of our members.
Her family includes her husband Nathan, a teacher at Francis
Tuttle and the Canadian Valley
Juvenile Justice Center. He is
graduate of Yukon Public
Schools.
Her older child, Owen, is a
seventeen-year-old and a junior
at Yukon High School. He enjoys
playing computer games with his
friends.
(Continued on Page 7)
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Beta Beta Spotlight Member
Shelly Hudson

(Continued from Page 6)
He is looking at going into the
education field after high school.
Her son Mark is an eighth grade
student at El Reno Virtual
School. He loves video games
and trivia.
Something on her “Bucket

List” she hopes to do is going to
Holland and seeing the tulip
fields.
Shelly’s hobbies include reading and gardening, and her passions are singing, being a mom,
and teaching.
She says that something peo-

ple might not know about her is
that she has a horticulture degree
and used to be a florist.
Shelly’s favorite book is
“anything
Karen
Kingsbury
writes.”

OSO members attending the San Antonio International Convention include Betty Estes; Sandra Pendergraft, past state president; Shelly Hudson, incoming state secretary; Dr.
Elayne Bowman, conference presenter; Joann Rogers, financial development chair; and
Belinda Clift, immediate past state president and OSO webmaster.
Left: Shelly (third from the
left in back row) and the rest
of the first-grade team at
Rose Witcher Elementary
School show their Halloween
spirit.
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Beta Beta Service Project
In Focus

By Tonya Taylor
Partner’s Club Prom was held
on Friday evening, March 25, 2022.
The theme this year was “A Night
To Shine!” It was sponsored by the
Partner’s Club members and advisors from Yukon High School.
The English Language Development (ELD) department of Yukon
Public Schools provided the desserts for the night. Kathryn
Plumb, Evelyn Hawk and Tonya

Taylor, Beta Beta Chapter members, are part of that department.
Several ELD members, their
families and Beta Beta sisters Jennie Wilmes and Neta Duke helped
serve the meal, desserts and drinks
for the special night.
Guests enjoyed a catered meal
from Primo’s consisting of a salad,
bread sticks and two types of pasta.
Attendees had a choice of sweet or
unsweetened tea, lemonade or wa-

ter to drink. Desserts consisted of
various cookies, brownie bites, rice
krispies treats, cream puffs and
eclairs.
It was a wonderful night to celebrate the special needs students of
Yukon High School, as well as
their families. Thank you to our
chapter for continuing to donate
monetarily to this wonderful service project.

Kathryn Plumb, Jennie Wilmes, Tonya Taylor and Neta Duke take a short break while spending the evening assisting with the Partner’s Club Prom. These ladies also helped by serving the attendees a delicious meal
from Primo’s .
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Beta Beta February Chapter Meeting
Scholarships In Focus
Left: Debbie Schimmer
and
Lana
McCormack visit before the meeting begins.

Right: Kandy Myers
gives an interesting and
enthusiastic program
on chapter, state and
International scholarships. Kandy emphasized the ease with
which the user-friendly
scholarship
applications can be found.

Mary Styron, reinstated member and
Beth
Schieber’s
sister, enjoys a few
minutes of pleasant
conservation with
Immediate
Past
President Kathleen Smith.
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Beta Beta February Chapter Meeting
Scholarships In Focus
Incoming president and outgoing
1st vice-president Shelly Hudson
smiles for the camera as Paula
Walker, outgoing parliamentarian,
incoming
1st
vicepresident
and
Shelly’s
mom, contemplates
her
message about
membership matters.
Left: Tonya Taylor
explains changes in the
February and March
chapter service projects.
February will be The
Partners Prom and
March is Jacob’s Cupboard.

Debbie Bounds visits with Kay Casper, chapter secretary, as Kay takes
the meeting minutes.
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Beta Beta February Chapter Meeting
Scholarships In Focus

Left: Membership chair Sharon Myrick takes
notes as Yukon mayor and chapter member
Shelli Selby thanks the chapter members for
their contributions to Jacob’s Cupboard, “no
questions
asked” food
cupboard
created in
honor
of
Shelli’s son
Jacob after
his death.

Right: Neta Duke discusses with chapter
treasurer Vicki Bright the amount of dues to
be paid as Ann Hufnagel signs the check-in
sheet.

Hostesses Susan Dobry and
Inez Andrews
prepare
to
serve a delicious brunch to
members.
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Beta Beta March Chapter Meeting
Essay Winners In Focus

First Place: Abigail Zachariah

Second Place: Teagan Peterson

Honorable Mention: Emerson Neumann Essay Chair: Cheryl Gleichmann

Third Place: Kenlea Jefferson
Inspiration: Suzy Biggs
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Beta Beta March Chapter
Essay Winners In Focus

Above: Hostesses Vickie Kastl, Jacquita Icenhower, Gina Ray, Cheryl Neal, Debbie Schimmer and
Elaine Regier created a fabulous, vast array of brunch fare for members, students, proud parents and extended
family members.
Below: Eighth grade essay winners Teagan Peterson, Emerson Neumann, Abagail Zachariah and Kenlea
Jefferson pose with their extraordinary teacher Mrs. Rachel Anderson.
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Beta Beta Chapter
Prospective Member Orientation

Above: Jennie Wilmes, Shelly Hudson, prospective members Rosealyn Harrison and Haley Furr, Beth
Schieber (in background), Sharon Myrick and hostess Kay Casper pose for a group picture. It is easy to tell
there was fun to be had.
Below: Shelly Hudson, Jenny Wilmes and Sharon Myrick share information about Beta Beta and DKG.

Below: Rosealyn Harrison and Hayley Furr listen to members tell Beta
Beta’s history. Right: Tonya Taylor explains our many chapter projects
that benefit our schools and communities.
Above: Julia Wilhite, sponsor
of Roselyn and Haley, explains
her wonderful experience with
Beta Beta and DKG. Kandy
Myers, our chapter cheerleader,
added information about our
chapter and about scholarships.
All in all, the tea was an opportunity to welcome two amazing
young teachers and spend an
hour talking about our remarkable chapter and organization.
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Beta Beta Chapter
Legislative Update

(Continued From Page 1)
that ray of hope or that feeling of
gratefulness, reach out to those
friends that you know will help
you to feel renewed and encouraged and give a greater perspective.
Lesson Four: We are always

better together. You never see just
one sunflower in a field. Sunflowers rely on each other. They turn
to each other and help each other
when they cannot see the sun.
You need others not only to survive but also to thrive. We ARE
so much better together!

Panhandle Casserole

Recipe from Jeanne Riggs
Prepared by Kathleen Smith
for the February Beta Beta Chapter Meeting
*Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
1 pound pork sausage — Brown and drain well.
3 4-ounce cans chopped green chilies, mild —
Drain well and set aside.
1 pound cheddar cheese—Grate and set aside.
1 ¼ pound Monterey Jack cheese — Grate and set
aside.
*Layer sausage with cheeses and chilies in a 9 x 13

inch glass baking dish sprayed with Pam.
9 eggs, beaten
1 cup milk
2 tablespoons flour
*Combine eggs, milk, and flour until well blended.
(Use a blender or a rotary beater.) Pour the egg mixture over the layered casserole.
paprika — Sprinkle over the top of the layered casserole and bake at 350 degrees for 40 to 45 minutes.
Slice and serve.
*(Optional: For a festive brunch, slice whole mild
green chilies in strips and decorate the top of the
casserole with a lattice design before baking.)

Explore Your DKG Website

What can you find on the Society website? Visit the website! Here are just a few things to find at www.dkg.org
*International Convention Information - Events * Link to all forums - About Us > Forums
*Chapter/State Organization websites - About Us > State Organization and Chapter Websites
*Ideas for programs within your chapter - Programs/Projects > Program Ideas for Chapters
*Making a donation to one of the Society’s funds - DKGIEF > Donate
*Member benefits - About Us > How to Become a Member > Benefits
*Society Strategic Plan - Governing Docs > Strategic Plan
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Beta Beta Chapter
Legislative Update

Governor Signed
SB 2 by Sen. Micheal Bergstrom, R-Adair, and Rep. Toni Hasenbeck, R-Elgin, prohibits athletes whose biological sex at birth was male from playing on female athletic teams. Parents/guardians of public school athletes (or the student if 18 or older) must sign an annual affidavit acknowledging the student's biological sex
at birth. Effective 3/31/2022.
SB 1511 by Sen. Paul Rosino, R-OKC, and Rep. John Pfeiffer, R-Mulhall, prohibits medical marijuana commercial growers from being within 1,000 feet from a public or private school, while grandfathering in facilities currently within 1,000 feet.The bill does not force facilities to move if a public or private school opens
within 1,000 feet of their current site. Effective 3/30/2022.

Senate Education Committee Passed
HB 3092 by Rep. Kyle Hilbert, R-Depew, and Sen. James Leewright, R-Bristow, requires a library media program to be reflective of the community standards for the population the library media center serves when
acquiring an age-appropriate collection of print materials, nonprint materials, multimedia resources, equipment, and supplies adequate in quality and quantity to meet the needs of students in all areas of the library
media program.

HB 3373 by Rep. Tammy West, R-Bethany, and Sen. Dewayne Pemberton, R-Muskogee, clarifies that the
SBE can only approve a petition to add books to the approved list of textbooks in unusual or extraordinary circumstances. Any petitions to add books must include a rigorous review of the suggested textbooks.
HB 3564 by Rep. Mark McBride, R-Moore, and Sen. Dewayne Pemberton, R-Muskogee, requires the State
Regents for Higher Education to establish a scholarship program to incentivize students to go into the teaching
field. The program shall last at least five years, as funding is available. Under the program, a scholarship recipient must agree to teach in an Oklahoma public school for a minimum of five years. A student would receive a
$1,000 scholarship for the first three years of college, and $2,500 for their final year. It further authorizes the
Regents to make employment incentive payments to the students after they have graduated. Upon graduation
from an approved teacher preparation program, a teacher may receive a payment of up to $4,000 a year, upon
satisfactory service as documented by the employing school district, for up to five years. A student shall be
considered for the program if they have graduated from an Oklahoma high school, meet admission standards,
and declare a major in an approved teacher preparation program that leads to a standard teaching certificate.
HB 3656 by Rep. Danny Sterling, R-Tecumseh, and Sen. Darrell Weaver, R-Moore, allows school districts to
offer an elective course in law enforcement to students in grades 11 and 12.
HB 4393 by Rep. Rhonda Baker, R-Yukon, and Sen. Zack Taylor, R-Seminole, amends current law to require
the OEQA to annually (rather than every three years) conduct the educator supply and demand study and requires identification of areas of teacher shortage by region, county, school district and subject area.
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Beta Beta Chapter
Life Quotes
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