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In Focus:

The New Year

As we enter a new year, I, as
well as much of the world’s population, am mostly relieved that
2020 is in the past. 2020 has taken its toll on us, and we’re leaving these months behind wearied
and thrown off balance.
Although the pandemic is still here and people
are still struggling, I hope that 2021 will be a year
that not only does the world come out of the pandemic, but it also comes out stronger with the determination needed to rebuild and improve.
I feel what all of us need this new year is Hope.
 I hope the anger and discord that have divided
much of our country disappears, and we again
join together to bring unity and peace to our
country.
 I hope we reestablish the freedom to hold our
own beliefs with respect for others who may hold
a belief that is not our own.
 I hope children can once again gather in the
school hallways, laughing and chatting with
friends. I hope elementary playgrounds once
again fill with happy children, running and playing without fear of being too close.
 I hope that restaurants fill with customers and
small businesses flood with shoppers.
 I hope that employment is continuous and people
can pay rent or mortgages and feed their families.
 I hope friends and families will once again come
together for holidays and family dinners.
 I hope our people, our communities, our country,
and our world return to a state of health.
 I hope our world experiences renewed trust in the
future.
 Finally, I hope God would bless you with joy,
strength, hope and excitement to face another year. (Continued on Page 10)

On December 17, 2020, Shelly Hudson was
named the 2020-2021 Teacher of the Year at
Rose Witcher Elementary in El Reno.
This is Shelly's fifth year in teaching and fourth
year at Rose Witcher. This year has been a little
different as she undertook the task of teaching a
100% virtual class all year. Because this is a new
program for El Reno Public Schools, Shelly and
another team member developed the program from
the ground up. Shelly also serves as a co-team
leader, after school program teacher, and she serves
on the district Professional Development Committee.
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Christmas
Angels

I think teachers are some of the most giving people around. We give of our time. We give of our
hearts. And when we can, we even reach into our
pockets and give of our money.
Take, for example, my personal experience this
past Christmas. It hurt for me to see a parent of one
of my students worried that her daughter might not
have a Christmas. Although I don't have much, I
knew somehow I had to help. During our December
Executive Committee meeting, I mentioned my predicament, and without hesitation, my Beta Beta Sisters offered to help. I am so thankful for each of you.
Because of you, I was able to gather over $200 to
provide one of my students with a Christmas that
included toys, clothes, and two pairs of shoes.
When I saw this quote by Aaron Bacar, “Your
heart is slightly bigger than the average human heart,
but that's because you're a teacher.” I immediately
thought of my Beta Beta Sisters!
I am so grateful to have you on my side. Sisters,
you have some of the biggest hearts I know. I love
you and again thank you for helping make my student’s Christmas extra special.

I hope everyone was able to enjoy some of the
holidays. I was disappointed that we had to cancel
our December meeting at Neta Duke’s home. It is
always a wonderful meeting and we do extend our
most heartfelt appreciation to Neta. I am, however,
thankful for our members’ willingness to err on the
side of caution and stay home.
Some ideas have come to light about how we
might make up this joyous occasion, so be on the
lookout for those possibilities.
The joint meeting with Beta Nu is scheduled for
February 6. Beta Nu will host the meeting, so they
will extend the ZOOM meeting invitation. We look
forward to our time with them since they are our
sister chapter that branched off from Beta Beta. Most of their members are from the Mustang area.
If you have any troubles or questions about
how to work ZOOM, please contact Shelly by
text. (Phone number is found in your yearbook.)

Shelly Hudson
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We all know Vicki Bright as our amazing chapter
treasurer, but there is so much more to her story than
being our treasurer. Knowing that she is such an excellent money manager, it is no surprise her favorite
quote involves money: “No bees, no honey. No
work, no money.”
Vicki was invited to join Beta Beta by Mary
McGough in 1995. She says she joined DKG and
remains a member because of the “fellowship with
others and to participate in the service projects.” Her
favorite meeting is the The Survivor Tree author visit, and a favorite chapter activity is a fitness program.
Graduating from UCO and teaching for 36 years
gives Vicki a wealth of experience and expertise.
She was a 3rd grade teacher at Central in Yukon. Interestingly, when asked to tell us something people
may not know about her, she said, “I didn’t like
school and I didn’t like to read. I struggled to get
through school. The only reason I worked toward
teaching in college was because my friends were. I

didn’t know what I wanted, so started there and
found that was where I wanted to be.”
Following up on this statement, she says her
passion is “working with kids. Since I retired, I
have gone back to Central as a helping hand and
worked with kids every year. When Emma (her
granddaughter) started school at Banner, I started
helping there. Last year was the first time all 3
grandkids were in school, so I started working with
my daughter’s first graders in Moore. I have really
missed going to the schools this year.” Vicki certainly found where she was meant to be and doing
what she was meant to do and education is the beneficiary of her talent and passion.
Vicki and her husband, Robert, have two daughters, Melissa and Stacy. Melissa lives between Yukon and Banner, is married and has three girls,
Emma, Marley, and Caroline that attend Banner
School. Emma is in 7th grade, Marley in 3rd, and
Caroline in kindergarten. Vicki says, “I have kept
all 3 girls from the time they were babies until they
were in school and after school each day. I have
really missed them since COVID.”
Stacy, Vicki’s youngest daughter, lives in Yukon with her two Yorkies, Molly and Thatcher, and
teaches 1st grade. Vicki has been volunteering in
Stacy’s classroom until this year.
A priority on Vicki’s Bucket List is to visit the
Northeast part of the United States and return to
Alaska. Her hobbies include reading, embroidery
work, needlework, counted cross stitch and working with kids.
Vicki’s favorite books are Because of Winn Dixie and the Orphan Train series.
Vicki is, indeed, a wonderful and involved
member of our chapter and of education.
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Christine Sorrels-Alexander
6th

Judy Reiff
18th

Kim Baker
22nd

Important Information
January & February
Service Projects
Due to the current health crisis, remember Beta Beta will be
spotlighting a service project for
two months instead of one project
a month this year. Please do not
feel obligated to contribute both
months unless you feel motivated
to do so.
Jacob’s Cupboard is our service project for the months of
January and February. Beta Beta
sister Shelli Selby’s son, Jacob, is
the namesake of the nonprofit. It
is located at West Metro Community Church at 601 West Main in

Yukon.
Jacob’s Cupboard provides
food to those in crisis, no questions asked. Due to Covid-19, we
know this year there will be more
families than ever that will be
reaching out for services like this.
If you have questions or would
like more information, you can
visit Jacob’s Cupboard on Facebook or email Shelli at
shelli.selby@gmail.com.
Send cash donations or Aldi
gift cards to treasurer Vicki
Bright. You may take food donations to Shelli Selby’s porch:
144 E. Olympic Dr., Yukon.

*To donate by mail, write
a check to Beta Beta and list
Service Project on the subject
line. You can mail monetary donations to Beta Beta treasurer:
Vicki Bright
108 Chestnut Dr.
Yukon, OK 73099
Sincerely,
Evelyn & Tonya
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Beta Beta Members

Inez Andrews-26

Jaquita Icenhower-26

Lee Wells-26

Trudy Capraro-27

Jerry Hough-27

Vicki Kastl-27

Jeanne Riggs-27

Kathleen Smith-27
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January Author Visit
Susan Myers
Susan Myers, author of Stone
Girl, was the 2015 winner of
OSO Creative Women of Oklahoma Award for her picture book
Grrr...Night!
She also won the 2020 OSO’s
Juvenile Author Award for Stone
Girl. Susan said this book is “near
and dear to her heart.” The book
is about Myra, a young girl bullied because of being overweight.
Mrs. Myers explained that she
did not want Myra to have to
change to be accepted, and she
did not want to focus on bullying.
She wanted to focus on Myra the
character.
Synopsis: At almost fourteen,
Myra shops in the fat girl department. No one, least of all her

mother, let’s her forget it. Myra’s
almost-imaginary friend, a statue
of a girl out in the woods, is the
only one that does not judge Myra. So, when Myra finally finds a
friend who wants to spend time
with her and doesn’t mind being
seen with her, she wonders if it’s
for real.
Will her new friend be like all
the other kids and make fun of
her for being fat? And who is answering the notes Myra leaves at
the statue? Is the writer a friend
or a foe? She may have to choose
between a longed-for friendship
and doing the right thing.
Myers told the group that Stone
Girl was originally a short story,
but evolved into a book in order

2021 International Conferences
Portland OR
July 7-9
San Antonio TX
July 21-24

to fully realize the character of
Myra.
Susan has worked in elementary school libraries for over 12
years and is familiar with both
books and the children who check
them out. She is a member of the
Society of Children's Book Writers and Illustrators.

February 1, 2021
Scholarship Application

February 1, 2021
DKGIEF Cornetet CIPD
Application
(open Jan. 15- Feb. 15)

Oklahoma State Organization
Conferences
Oklahoma City
June 4-5
Embassy Suites
1815 South Meridian

February 15, 2021
Arts & Humanities
Submissions for Spring Gallery

Tebow-Herrington
Leadership Seminar
TBD

March 1, 2021
Bulletin: Journal
submissions
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January Author Visit
Susan Myers

Above: Author Susan Myers, visited with
chapter members about her writing and her
books via ZOOM.
Below: This is just a sampling of our members attending our January meeting.

Above: DeeAnn Meziere and daughter Addison, give us a
smile on ZOOM. Addison attends OSU. She has had some our
members as teachers: Annetta Hein, Neta Duke, and Jackie
Sheehan. DeeAnn says Addison “loves Kathleen as Kathleen
and I worked together for many years.”
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January Author Visit
Susan Myers
Julia Wilhite brings granddaughters Amory and Cora
into the picture. Cora, age 3, is on Julia’s lap. Amory,
the “middle child,” is 9. Cora, says proud grandmother
Julia, has a “very talented-creative mind and earns our
continuous praises. She loves horseback riding, plays
the piano and creates her own songs.”

Above: Kathryn Shafer is one of many members that
joined the Zoom meeting. Chapters use innovative
means to meet and ZOOM has been effective.

Kathryn Plumb is the recipient of a $500 Beta Beta Chapter Scholarship for the spring semester. She will apply it to classes for her Elementary Education
degree at SWOSU.
“I am honored to be a recipient of the Beta Beta Chapter
Scholarship. I thank you for your
generosity in helping me to
achieve a goal that I have had for
quite some time.”
Kathryn is a para-professional
with the English Language Development (ELD) Department

since 2007. She works with all
ELD students in grades PreK-12.
She is currently housed at
Shedeck Elementary, which has
the district’s highest population
of ELD students.
Kathryn says, “Evelyn Hawk
has been encouraging me to go
back to school for some time, and
I will be studying Elementary
Education at Southwestern Oklahoma State University. She says,
“You’re never too old to learn
new things.”
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DKG AROUND THE WEB
DKG PUBLICATIONS
Read the Bulletin: Journal online in Flipbook format.

Read the Bulletin: Collegial Exchange in print, right from your
mailbox—or online in Flipbook format.

In an online Reader’s Digest
article titled “18 Positive Ways
the World May Change After
Coronavirus,”
author Tina
Donvito lists one of the changes
as: A recognition that the education system needs an overhaul.
She says, “While remote
learning options offer some parents more flexibility, the pandemic has also highlighted the socioeconomic gap between families
who have the time, or even the
Internet access, to give to their
child’s education—and those who
don’t.

The debate over reopening
schools also brought to light
how essential teachers are, how
underfunded schools are, how
pointless standardized testing
is, and the enormous need for
better childcare options for
working parents.”
“‘There are deep and abiding
inequities in our system of
schooling taken as a whole,’ says
Barbara Stengel, PhD, professor
emerita of secondary education at
Vanderbilt
University.
‘Our
recognition of these lessons
opens the door to some signifi-

cant reinven- tion of what we
think education is for and how we
do it, if we can muster the courage and energy to take advantage
of the opportunity.’”

Reader’s Digest: www.rd.com
Article Updated: Oct. 04, 2020
9

Delta Kappa Gamma Society International
Make the Connections

(Continued from Page 1)
As I was “surfing” the Internet and reading
articles about the New Year, I came across this
wonderful little story, “The Little New Year.” Immediately, I felt a connection with the story. Although originally written in 1894, I feel this story
does apply to our world circumstances and how
we can respond to them.
One cold morning Maurice awoke from his
dreams and sat up in bed and listened. He thought he
heard a knock at his window; but though the moon
was shining brightly, Jack Frost had been so busily
at work that Maurice could not see through the thickly painted panes. So, he crept sleepily out of bed,
and opened the window, and whispered: “Who is
there?”
“I am,” replied a tinkling voice. “I am the little
New Year, ho! ho! And I’ve promised to bring a
blessing to everyone. But I am such a little fellow I
need somebody to help me distribute them. Won’t
you please come out and help?”
“Oh, it’s so cold!” said Maurice; “I’d rather go
back to my warm bed”; and he shivered as Jack
Frost, who was passing, tickled him under the chin
with one of the frosty paint brushes.
“Never mind the cold,” urged the New Year;
“please help me.”
So, Maurice hurried into his clothes, and was
soon out in the yard. There he found a rosy-cheeked
boy a little smaller than himself, pulling a large cart
which seemed to be loaded with good things. On one
side of this cart was painted the word “Love,” and on
the other “Kindness.” As soon as the New Year saw
Maurice he said, “Now please take hold and help me
pull”; and down the driveway and up the hill they
traveled until they came to an old shanty.
“Here is where I make my first call,” said the
New Year. Maurice looked wonderingly at him.
“Why, nobody lives here but an old colored man
who works for us; and he hasn’t any children!” “He
needs my help,” said the New Year; “for grown people like to be thought of just as much as children do.
You shovel out a path to his door, while I unload
some of my blessings; and the little hands went busily at work, piling up warm clothing, wood, and a
new year’s dinner, the New Year singing as he
worked:—

“Oh, I am the little New Year; ho! ho!
Here I come tripping it over the snow,
Shaking my bells with a merry din;
So open your door and let me in.”
Old Joe, hearing some noise outside, came to the
door, and when he saw all the nice gifts the tears ran
down his cheeks for gladness; and as he carried them
into the house, he whispered: “The dear Lord has
been here to-night.”
“Where am we going now?” asked Maurice, as
they ran down the hill. “To take some flowers to a
poor sick girl,” answered the New Year.
Soon they came to a small white house, where the
New Year stopped. “Why, Bessie, our sewing girl,
lives here,” said Maurice. “I didn’t know she was
sick.” “See,” said the New Year, “this window is
open a little; let us throw this bunch of pinks into the
room. They will please her when she wakes, and will
make her happy for several days.”
Then they hurried to other places, leaving some
blessing behind them.
“What a wonderful cart you have.” said Maurice.
“Though you have taken so much out, it never seems
to get empty.”
“You are right, Maurice. There is never any end
to love and kindness. As long as I find people to love
and be kind to, my cart is full of blessings for them;
and it will never grow empty until I can no longer
find people to help. If you will go with me every day
and help me scatter my blessings, you will see how
happy you will be all the long year.”
The link between a meaningful life and helping
others is actually a rather old one. Carol Ryff, a psychologist, reviewed the writings of numerous philosophers and thinkers throughout history and found
one overarching idea: helping others is “a central feature of a positive, well-lived life.”
A meaningful life isn’t found,
but created through our actions, and
it starts with “scattering our blessings.” I hope you find the blessings
you share with others return to you
tenfold.
“The Little New Year,” from Buttercup Gold
and Other Stories by Ellen Robena Field. (https://
etc.usf.edu/lit2go) Source: E.R. Field (1894) Buttercup
Gold and Other Stories Bangor: C. H. Glass
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